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Redding Police To Step Up Traffic Enforcement 

January 28, 2009 

Redding residents can look forward to safer streets under a program released today by the Redding Police 
Department. A series of special efforts will be undertaken over the next year aimed at enforcing traffic 
laws and educating the public on traffic safety issues. The Redding Police Department recently received a 
grant from the State of California Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) for a DUI (driving the influence) 
enforcement and awareness program. 

"For too long, Redding residents have suffered the consequences caused by those who choose to ignore 
the warnings about drinking and driving. It's time to stop these individuals. This grant will allow our 
officers to focus on these offenders who are putting the rest of us in jeopardy," said Redding Police Chief 
Peter Hansen. 

In 2004, Office of Traffic Safety and State-Wide Integrated Traffic Reporting System (SWlTRS) statistics 
ranked Redding as number one in total fatal and injury collisions for cities between 50,000 and 100,000. 
Redding was ranked fifth in alcohol involved collisions and second for drivers under 21 who had been 
drinking prior to a collision. in 2004, three fatal collisions involved drivers under the influence of alcohol 
or drugs. In 2005, four fatal collisions (resulting in eight deaths) involved drivers Wlder the influence of 
alcohol or drugs. 

The Dill grant provides funding for the Redding Police Department to hire police officers on an overtime 
basis dedicated to DUI enforcement. These officers will address our community's OUI problem in 
various ways, including: 

•	 DUI enforcement patrols 
•	 OUI checkpoints 
•	 OUI warrant services and probation checks, focusing on habitual DUI offenders 
•	 Creating a "hot sheet" program to make other officers aware of habitual DUl offenders driving 

with suspended or revoked driver licenses 
•	 "Stakeout" operations on the ''worst of the worsf' habitual DUI offenders with suspended or 

revoked driver licenses 

"When more people buckle up and drive sober and safely, we save lives. It's just that simple," said 
Christopher J. Murphy, Director of the Office of Traffic Safety. "This grant will help make Redding just 
that much safer of a place to live and work." 

The grant related operations will run through September 30, 2009. Funding for this program was 
provided by a grant from the California Office of Traffic Safety, through the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration. 

For further infonnation, contact Traffic Unit Sgt. Casey Bokavich at 245-7109. 
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