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PRESS RELEASE 

November 8, 2009 5:07 p.m. 

09-74045 

On November 8,2009 at 5:07 pm officers were dispatched to lake Boulevard and southbound 
Interstate 5 onramp to the report of a traffic collision involving two vehicles. 

After conducting an investigation, it was determined a Grey Saturn 4-door driven by Carlos 
Cruz Gomez, 32 of Shasta Lake City, ran the red light traveling eastbound on Lake Boulevard. 
As Gomez entered the intersection, a White 1993 Jeep Cherokee, driven by Ramon Cendejas 
Villasenor, 27 of Elk Grove, also entered the intersection, but on a green light. Villasenor was 
attempting to turn onto southbound Interstate 5 from lake Boulevard, when he was struck by 
Gomez 

Villasenor was traveling with his wife, Laura Prado age 24, and two children, Jimena Villasenor 
age 3 and Angel Villasenor age 1, all from Elk Grove. They did not sustain any injuries from 
the collision. 

Gomez was traveling with his girlfriend, Ashley Christine Peterson, 19 of Redding, and her 
daughter, age 2. Also in the vehicle was Gomez's two son's, ages 12 and 10. The 2 year old 
sustained major injuries and was transported to Mercy Medical Center. She was later airlifted 
to U.C. Davis Medical Center. The 10 year old had minor injuries and was also transported to 
Mercy Medical Center. Due to a confidentiality request, the juvenile's names will not be 
released. 

Gomez was taken into custody for driving under the influence of alcohol and/or drugs and 
child endangerment. He was transported to Mercy Medical Center where he was admitted for 
moderate injuries sustained in the collision. 

Contact: Officer Daniel Smetak 
Field Operations 
Redding Police Department 
225-4200 

All Press Releases may be viewed online at: www-Ieddingpolice.org 


