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PRESS RELEASE 

April 2, 2009 1500 hours 

Case # 09-19130 

On 03/25/09 the Redding Police Department Financial Crimes Unit received a call from the Manager of Members 
1111 Credit Union located on Hilltop Drive. They were reporting a suspIcious cirOLlmstanca of a subject who had 
opened a new account with a temporary or counter check from another bank in which the subject had just 
opened. 

Members 1" in running the SUbject through Ct'lex Systems learned that there had been several inqLJires that day 
regarding this subject opening new accounts at several difforent bank& in Redding. Investigators learned that 
Joseph Odey Et<I, 28 yrs of Redding, had been te five different banks In a two day period opening new accounts 
by deposaUng these temporary or counter chectcs he had r8C8lved 'fom the different banka after opening his new 
accounts. 

Investigators discovered Eta had three outstanding misdemeanor warrants for his arre6t for writl ng checks with 
non·sLlfficient funds and other similar tyP& of fraud. Investigators were able to locate Eta's address and officers 
of the police department made contact with him there and arrested him on hig outstanding arrest warrants. Eta 
was brought back to the Investigations Division to be interviewed where it was learned he had been using his 
girlfriend's five year old £lon's 60cial security n~mber to open these banlc aCcoLlnts and apply for credtt cards on­
line. ;: 

Investigators also learned during the investigation Eta was using other names and social security numbers as 
well. Eta was found to have alao falsified medical documents and forge a doctor's signature In order to enrofllnto 
the Shasta College Nursing Program. This was discovered by the Dean of Students at the Health Science 
Department and Eta was terminated trom the program. Eta was LransporteQ and booked into the Shasta County 
Jail for the misdemeanor warrants and later released by jail staff on his own recognaance. 

On 04102109, Investigators from the Redding Police Department served a search warrant and an arrest warrant for 
Jos&pn Odey Eta at his residenca located at 703 COffBebefly Way, Redding. A felony 8l'r'est warrant had been 
obtained fo( Eta on 04l01/Qg regarding the fraudUlent opening of the tlank accounts from the prevIous weeks 
investigation. 

The search warrant was served at Eta's residence and additional evidence of idenlity t/left, and fraUdulently 
obtaining debit .lind credit cards was discovored. Eta was arrestad on the felony warrant and transported and 
booked into the Shasta County Jail. His bait was set at $25,000. 

Contact Investigator Matt Zalesny M",{\(j.e 
Financial Crimes Unit I\r
 
Redding Pollee Department
 
225-4214 
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