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Press Information 
Judith Hasselstrom Murder Investigation _ d,., 

RPD Case #88-34132 ~y"':>""'-

On Friday, May 1, 2009, Redding Police Department investigators obtained an arrest 
warrant for Brian Harper (AKA: Willlam Duane Leiterman), age 39, of Redding charging 
him with the August 7,1988, murder of Judith Hasselstrom (bom June 12, 1945) of 
Redding. The arrest warrant was served on Brian Harper at Corcoran State Prison where 
he is incarcerated for an unrelated crime. 

On Sunday. August 7, 1988, Redd ing police were called to the scene of the Hasselstrom 
murder In Caldwell Park. Hasselstrom's body was clad in a bra and underwear. She had 
been dragged into the brush and covered with bamboo stalks. Officers processed the 
crime scene, finding blood and fingerprints on the bamboo stalks. This evidence was 
collected and kept on file. No matches were found at that time. 

On Monday, August 8, 1988 an autopsy was conducted on Judith Hasselstrom. The cause 
of death was determined to be death by asphyxiation due to manual strangulation. 

On November 7,2007, Brian Harper entered and robbed the US Bank at 1700 Pine Street 
in Redding. Harper fled the bank on foot and was found by Redding Police officers hiding 
in the Greyhound bus station on Pine Street. Upon Harper's arrest, fingerprints and DNA 
samples were obtained from him and entered into the Combined DNA Index System 
(COOlS) and the Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS). COOlS became fully 
operational in 1998. Evidence from cold case investigations is regularly compared to 
information In COOlS and AFIS systems which are updated with new DNA and fingerprints 
from suspects as they are arrested for new crimes. 

On February 18. 2009. Redding Police investigators were notified by the California 
Department of Justice Forensic Laboratory that the DNA sample submitted to COOlS as 
part of the Hasselstrom case had been matched to Harper's DNA. Since Harper was 
incarcerated at Corcoran State Prison for the US Bank robbery, investigators traveled to 
the prison to interview him. Harper initially denied any knowledge of the murder but, when 
confronted with the DNA and fingerprint evidence, admitted to killing Hasselstrom. 

AJI Presl> Relooses may be viewed onlloe at www.reddingpolice.org 

TOTAL P.DOl 


