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PRESS RELEASE
 
Investigations Division
 

July 15, 2009 6:45 P-M.
 

Case Number 0944885 

On July 8. 2009, Redding Police Department officers received a report of animal cruelty and arson in r~ards to a cat 
being set on fire near the intersection of Posey Lane and Twin Tower Drive in Redding. An investigation was initiated in 
an attempt to locate the owner of the cat and the individuals responsible for the crime. 

Several tips were received over the next few days. 'Patrol Officer Liz Harris pursued several leads during the weekend 
and forwarded information to investigators on Monday. July 13. 2009. Late Monday aftemoon, Sergeant Bruce Bonner 
was' able to identify one of the possible suspects using evidence left at the scene. 

On Tuesday, July 14, 2009, Investigator Chris Jacoby was attempting to locate witnesses and spoke with a male juvenile 
at a nearby residence. Upon further questioning, the 16 year old male juvenIle eventually admitted he was present when 
the crime occurred. His information supported the evidence Sergeant Bonner discovered. 

Throughout the day on Tuesday and today, Investigator Jacoby continued to track down the responsible individuals. 

The Investigation revealed three male juveniles and three female juveniles, aU between 15 aM 17 years of age, were in a 
vehicle when one female initiated a conversation with her bOyfriend abOut setting an insect or something else on fire. The 
conversation continued and eventually a cat was decided upon. While visiting yet another friend's home, a can of tuna 
was obtained to entice the cat All siX then left in the vehicle and cruised the neighborhood looking for a cat 

The victim cat was located and taken in the vehicle to the intersection of Posey Lane and Twin Tower Drive. Gasoline 
was obtained from the trunk of the vehicle 'and poured on the cat by a 17 year old male with assistance from his 16 year 
old girlfriend and at least one other male. Several attempts were made before the cat was lit on fire. All the juveniles 
then left in the vehicle. 

At 3:15 p.m. on July 15, 2009, [he 16 year old female was located at her residence and detained. Her 17 year old 
boyfriend was located at a separate location and detained. Both were interviewed at RPD Investigations and tater 
arrested. AI 5:40 P.M., the third teen was detained ~t his Redding resident and re-interviewed. 

The 17 year old male. his 16 year old girlfriend. both residents of Redding, and a 16 year old male were book:ed into 
Shasta County Juvenile Hall on charges 01 animal cruelty, arson, and conspiracy, all felony offenses. 

The Investigation Is continuing. 

The Redding Police Department wishes to thanK the Haven Humane Society and tI'le pUblic for their assistance in this 
investigation. 
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