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PRESS RELEASE 

January 25, 2009 9:00 PM 

RPD # 10~05068 

On January 25,2009 at approximately 2:45 AM, the Redding Police Department received the report of some credit 
cards being stolen out of a parked vehicle In the parking lot at the Wal Mart store on Dana Drive, In the city of 
Redding. 

The victim, Kelly Hoatson of Redding, telephoned police to say that she had been working Inside of the Wal Mart 
store when her car was burglarized. Once the victim discovered the break In, and that her credit cards were gone, 
she telephoned the pollee and her credit card company to report the cards stolen. The credit card company was 
able to tell the victim that her credit card already had a purchase on it sInce the theft. The credit card company 
told the victim the name of two businesses on Hilltop Drive, in the city of Redding, where the purchases were 
made. The victim telephoned Officer Torum In his patrol car and officers began responding to that area. The 
credit card company then told the victim that her card had just been used again, at the Jack-in-the-Box on 
Cypress Avenue near Hilltop Drive. The victim was stili on the cell phone with Officer Torum, and relayed the new 
information to him. 

Officer Torum and Officer Lanham were on patrol in the area of Cypress Avenue when they received the new 
Information from Kelly Hoatson, and responded to investigate. An employee at the Jack-in-the-Box pointed out 
the suspect vehicle in the parking lot as the one that had used the stolen credit card. Officers Torum and Lanham 
contacted a man and woman with four pit bull dogs in the car. James Michael Johnson, Sr., 37 yrs. Of Redding, 
who is a registered sex offender, and his wife, Krystle Kay Johnson, 24 yrs., also of Redding, were found in 
possession of the victim's purse and stolen credit cards. They were both placed under arrest. A loaded handgun 
was found In Krystle Johnson's purse. 

Further investigation by the patrol officers found stolen property that was taken from another locked vehicle at 
the TA Truck StoP. on Knighton Road, earlier in the night. Some equipment, including a digital camera, 
belonging to the Shasta County Sheriff Department was also found in the suspects' car. PIctures of James and 
Krystle Johnson were found on the digital camera. This equipment had been reported as missing by the Shasta 
County Sheriff Department within the last few weeks. 

James Michael Johnson and Krystle Kay Johnson ultimately admitted to committing the thefts of the property 
found with them and were booked at the Shasta County Jail for auto burglary, possession of stolen property, use 
of stolen credit cards, possession of a loaded and concealed firearm, ex-felon In possession of a firearm, 
conspiracy, and possession of drug paraphernalia. 

Due to the quick action of Kelly Hoatson contacting her credit card company and relaying pertinent Information 
to the pollee officer by cell phone, the Redding Police were able to respond and locate the crimInals responsible. 
Multiple crimes were solved by these actions and numerous more were prevented. 

Sergeant Walt Bullington ~ 
Redding Police Department (1.) 
Patrol Division 'v 
(530) 225-4200 
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