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PRESS RELEASE 

February 26,2010 6:28 pm 
#10-12358 

On February 26. 2010, at 6:28 p.m. Redding Pollee Officers responded to a train versus vehicle accident on the 
railroad crossing of Shasta Street between Oregon Street and Center Street. 

Upon arrival, officers learned that the vehicle was unoccupied at the moment of impact. Shortly before the 
accident, the driver of the vehicle, Bonnie lehfeldt, 65 years of Redding, left her residence In West Redding 
searching for her loose dog. She spotted her dog near the railroad crossing of Shasta Street, just east of Oregon 
Street. The dog headed south on the railroad tracks from Shasta Street. Lehfeldt followed her dog In her black 
Nlssan sedan, attempting to drive down the tracks. lehfeldt's vehicle became stuck on the tracks. 

Redding resident Jefferson Sum was driving on Shasta Street and witnessed Lehfeldt stuck on the tracks. He 
went to her aid and soon realized that a southbound UnIon Pacific train was approaching their location. 

Sum knew that the car was not moveable. He repeatedly told lehfeldt to exit the vehicle but he could not 
convince her of the Imminent danger. Sum then pulled Lehfeldt out of her vehicle and to the side of the tracks 
just before the train struck her vehicle. The train pushed the vehicle south to the railroad crossing of Tehama 
Street. 

During this Investigation, officers determined that Lehfeldt was driving under the influence of alcOhol. She was 
arrested for that violation and booked Into the Shasta County Jail. Nobody was hurt In this accident thanks to the 
quick actions of Jefferson Sum. 

Lehfeldt's vehicle sustained major damage and was towed off the tracks. Her dog was located unharmed and 
tumed over to the custody of Redding Animal Regulation. 

Sergeant Koby Heston 
Field Operations Division 
Redding Police Department 
(530) 225-4200 
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